
DAWSON COUNTY FAIR BOARD 

Meeting held June 25th 

 

The regular monthly meeting of the Dawson County Fair Board was called to order by Wade Nielsen at 

7:05 pm on June 25th in the Fair Office at the Dawson County Fairgrounds.  In attendance were:  Tacee 

DeSaye , Larry Evans, Wade Nielsen, Brady Smelser, Eric Smeltzer ,Terah Linn, Anna Kueker, Brady Smith 

and Kelsey Crawford.  Troy Kaufman and Nathan Stortz were absent.  Commissioner Dennis Zander was 

also present. 

Guests: Todd ? ATM, Wade Murphy, Healthy Communities, Blayne Rau and Lori Cullinan and Amber 

Nentwig (4-H) 

Todd:  He has a new ATM machine that can be programmed and installed for the August fair.  We would 

need to supply the cash and help as he will be unavailable during fair week.  It would be set up Tuesday 

or Wednesday of fair.  We will check with Lohman and Stockman Bank to see if they have a machine 

available. 

Healthy Communities:  They are a nonprofit group interested in putting on an old carnival at the fair.  

They would charge for tickets and have face painting, relays and plinko available.  Trading Cards, 

Nurturing Tree and the Chamber will benefit from this event.   

Wade Murphy with the DCHS sports team is also interested in having an old carnival (Family Fun Night).  

Each booth’s theme will be related to a sport and tickets charged.  They will let us know how large of an 

area and booth numbers.  Both groups will set up on Saturday.   

Blayne Rau with Makoshika Promotions:  July 21st is the rescheduled date for the Bump N Run that was 

canceled at the carnival due to weather.  Tickets purchased at the carnival will transfer over for this 

date.  On July 4th, they will have a Bump N Run with the fireworks display to follow at 10pm.  A derby will 

be held September 8th.   

New Business: 

MDU Resources:  We received a $10,000 grant check from MDU/WBI.  We will post a public recognition 

in the paper along with thanking the Masons for money they gave to the fair.   

Exhibit Building:  Renovation on the roof has started and is going well.  

Inflatable Waterslides:  They are interested in setting up in August – if they don’t cost anything, then 

they are a go to operate.   

Inflatables:  The rest of the inflatables will set up in the carnival area.   

Sled Pull:  A decision was made to move it to 6pm so the event will get over earlier.  A new price per 

head was changed to $12 for adults and kids 6+ at $6.  Wade will talk to Joe about adding a $1200 purse.  



Reaction Jacket:  They will play after the Sled Pull for $600.  Tacee will check to see if United Country will 

sponsor them.  Terah made a motion to book them and Eric seconded the motion.  Board voted yes. 

PRCA Rodeo:  Miss Rodeo will be at the rodeo.  The cost for travel and appearances is $150.  She can 

check to see if a host family or hotel room is available.  Larry motioned to have Miss MT Rodeo come to 

the fair and Anna seconded the motion.  Motion carried.   

Mutton Bustin: Ages are 4-7 and Gary Engle will provide the sheep.   

Dawson Jackpot:  They will have an open rodeo on Thursday night.   

Wednesday:  Open horse show during the day and Paul Eiker’s team roping at night.   

Office help wage increase:  Several superintendents have asked about increasing the wages.  We will 

table this issue until next year once. 

Sponsor Dinner:  A question was brought up on whether we should have a sponsor dinner or see if the 

100 Club would be willing to start up the Santa Maria Barbeque.  We voted to skip the dinner this year.  

Fair Progress: Kiwanis will take tickets on 10 am on Friday and Saturday.  Homemakers will take tickets 

for the Friday and Saturday events.   

We will use Starplex again as a cleaning crew for the fair. 

Post office mailings:  Instead of having posters, an option came up to use postcards.  They can be mailed 

out to the area zip codes.  Will need to check on prices per card. 

North Star:  We need to know by August if they are coming back next year.  We will also check to see if 

other dates have opened up.   

Chairman:  Wade will fill in for Nathan’s term until December.  Eric nominated Troy to become the new 

Vice Chairman.  Brady made a motion and Anna seconded it.  Motion carried.    

Next work night is July 18th.   

Financials were approved and the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm.  Eric motioned to adjourn, and 

Brady seconded the motion. 

 

 

x                                           x      

Kelsey Crawford, Secretary    Wade Nielsen, Chariman 

 


